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AN INTERPERSONAL 

PERSPECTIVE ON TEACHING

Jan van Tartwijk - jtartwijk@iclon.leidenuniv.nl

Perspectives on teaching
ÅSubject matter 

ïContent correct, which concepts, etc.

ÅMethods / learning activities

ïWhich learning activities stimulated

ÅMoral 

ïWhich values communicated?

Åéé

ÅInterpersonal 

ïConsequences of teacher behaviour for 

teacher-student relationships

An interpersonal perspective

ÅA systemôs approach to 

communication

ïDeveloped in the context of family 

therapy
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Social system

ÅCoherent, stable complex of relationships

ÅResistent to change

ïFeedback mechanisms

ÅPositions/roles can differ per system 

ïSimon: Family, class, soccer team

ïStudents
ÅSame class, Different teachers, Different behaviour

ïDifferent behaviour in and outside the group
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Relationship

Interaction

Behaviour

3 levels of communication

Perception
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Video
Behaviour

Dominance

Submission
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Interpersonal significance of behaviour:
2 dimensions
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Affiliation
Nonverbal
ÅSpace

ÅBody
ÅFace

ÅEye contact
ÅVoice

History

French

Social

sciences

Geography
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